“Breaking the Cycle of Despair”

100 Christ-centered Mexican Families
A Vision for 
Casa Vida y Esperanza, A. C.
The Cycle of Despair
“The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.”  Numbers 14:18  
Juan is an alcoholic.  He shoves a beer in the hand of his 6 six year old son and says, “Drink this so that you smell like a man!”  He mistreats the boy’s mother.  He doesn’t work enough to provide for his family.  He doesn’t attend church.  He is unfaithful.  Juan runs off with another woman and abandons his young family altogether.
Juan never knew his father.  He learned “manhood” from the men that abused his mother.  No one ever taught him how to work, how to provide, how to care, or how to really love.  He is disillusioned by his inability to make more that $1 per hour.  He seeks escape from his many failures in alcohol and happiness in his promiscuous lifestyle.  Juan dies young, alone, miserable, and eternally lost.
Juan’s son matures and soon follows in his fathers footsteps.  At a young age he begins drinking and doing drugs.  He lacks respect for women.  By the time he reaches 15 he begins to father children for whom he is neither prepared nor capable to care for.  Like Juan, he is not a father to his sons or his daughters.  He perpetuates the cycle.  
Juan’s daughter seeks the love of a father that she never received from her father – in other young men.  She is desperate for male affirmation and mistakes lust for love.  When she comes of age, she bears children who have no committed father.  
Another generation is lost.
Reason for the Cycle
“There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their mother.”  Proverbs 30:11
Here in Mexico we witness the sad results of this cycle first hand.  Many children are in need of a home and end up in orphanages.  What are the reasons?  

· A single mother can’t provide for her children
· The step father doesn’t want the step children 

· The step father or live-in “uncle” physically or sexually abuses step children

· Discipline problems with children whose father is not present in the home

· Children are found abandoned or neglected in the street

Who is primarily to blame for these problems?  The father.  It is Satan’s plan to attack and destroy the family, the home, which is the most basic component of an orderly society.  The devil is attacking fathers who are the leader of the home, because if he destroys them, he destroys the whole family - and eventually the entire society.

We could build 100 orphanages and fill them with young women and we would never begin to solve this problem.  The problem is, and the solution is, primarily in the boys – teaching them to be responsible fathers, faithful, loving, disciplined and hard-working.

We also know that a mother has responsibility too.  Unless we rescue these hurting young women and show them the love of a Heavenly Father, they will fall into the trap that Satan has set for them.  There will always be an army of irresponsible young men out there.  Godly young women need to chaste and seek Godly young men who are prepared to be committed husbands and fathers.
Breaking the Cycle

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”  Romans 8:14-15
To say we can solve this problem would be facetious.  But if we want to join in the battle against it, we must understand what we are up against and make a concerted effort to rescue the youth of Mexico.
The majority of children’s homes in Mexico are girls only.  And many do not allow teenage boys.  I assume this is because boys, especially as they get older, are more difficult to discipline.  They also can be independent at a younger age.  It would be easier to follow this route, but it would also be shirking our responsibility and ignoring the opportunity we have to really make a difference.
A home with both boys and girls more resembles a real family and reaches out to the boys and young men without whom we can never have Godly homes.

Keys to Making a Difference
KEY 1:  
Sound Biblical Instruction

 “And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.”  Jeremiah 32:40
God’s ordained order is a God-fearing father and mother who lovingly care for and teach their own children to one day raise Christian families.  As the leader of the home, the male is the key.  A Christian father raises a Christian young man who seeks a Christian wife.

KEY 2:
Education and Training

We must also equip young men and women with the knowledge and skills to escape the slavery of the minimum wage.  We should stress English (we can teach this better than any Mexican) and Computers (a key foundational skill we also can teach well).  We should have training programs that teach usable skills in the form of a specific trade.  

KEY 3:
Teach by Example

We can’t underestimate the power of positive role models.  The concept of a functional Christian home has to be seen - it can not be taught.  Individual (single) male and female role models are important.  Married couples who demonstrate mutual love and respect and care for children are especially important.

KEY 4:  
Provide a Safe Environment for Healthy Development

Young men need to learn how to respect women of all ages.  They also need to interact with girls their age in order to give them hope of someday having and caring for a Godly woman.  They need to learn how to control themselves and their minds.  All of this is also true for the young ladies with respect to young men.  Like any family with both boys and girls, the children need to learn to get along.  Therefore a campus with equal numbers of both sexes is essential for the healthy development of these youth.
KEY 5:
Start Young and Be Consistent

Knowing that all aspects of child development start at a young age and become harder and harder to change as a child matures, we should focus our efforts on younger children who we expect to have with us until adulthood.

100 Christ-centered Mexican Families

We need to have a vision for the children that we are entrusted with.  We know that not all of them will continue the Christian life when they leave here.  This will especially be a challenge for the young men.  But resting on the promises that we have in God’s Word, some will keep the faith, marry and start Christian homes.   We could set a goal that one day we will have created 100 Christian homes, homes where a new generation of Mexican children will learn the Truth and go on to create more Christian homes.

